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2021 TREE FARM GROUP

MEMBER OF THE YEAR

TERRA INDOMITA TREE FARM

WILLIAM LYNCH

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

The Terra Indomita Tree Farm, owned by William Lynch, has been 
enrolled in the Green Timber Tree Farm Group since 2010. During the 
past 10+ years, the landowner has made great strides to ensure that 
sustainable forest management and land conservation practices will 
be implemented on his property well into the future. 

Located in a very remote area of central Baraga County, this property totals 
roughly 1,320 acres. It encompasses a wide array of forest types, terrain, rock 
outcrops, wetlands, creeks, and even surrounds a small lake. The wide variety of 
forest types provide suitable habitat for many species of wildlife, including two 
species currently on Michigan’s species of special concern list: the moose and 
the common loon. Moose sign is abundant across this ownership and it is not 
uncommon to have the lake frequented by loons. The diverse flora and fauna are 
one reason why the landowner is devoted to conserving this property. 

The landowner’s conservation efforts began with the drafting of their first 
management plan in 2009. The land was then enrolled in the Green Timber Tree 
Farm Group in 2010. A timber sale which followed the guidelines detailed in 
the management plan was conducted and finished in 2013. The implemented 
forest management practices were designed to salvage an area of timber 
that was impacted by a high occurrence of maple decline (top-dieback). The 
implementation of this timber sale removed the dying and suppressed trees and 
created canopy space to encourage tree species diversity and the growth of 
young, vigorous trees.   

New Hire – Elsa Schwartz
Elsa Schwartz has recently been hired to join our full-time staff of foresters at 
Green Timber Consulting Foresters. Elsa grew up in the L’Anse, Michigan area 
where she graduated as Valedictorian of L’Anse High School in 2015. She attended 
Michigan Technological University and received a BS in Forestry with a minor in 
Ecology, Plant Sciences in 2019 and a MS in Forestry in 2021. While at MTU Elsa 
held internships with both the Keweenaw Land Association and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources. She received the Outstanding Senior Award in 
Forestry from MTU in 2019. In her free time Elsa enjoys kayaking, biking, skiing, 
and tennis. We are happy to bring Elsa onto our team and confident her diverse 
education and work experience will translate into success at Green Timber.  
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Drone photography of the Terra Indomita property

North Country Scenic Trail shelter

More recently, in 2020, the management plan 
has been updated to accurately reflect the 
changes that had occurred in the past 10 years; 
both natural and man-made. 

With the updated plan now complete the landowner is  
in the early stages of implementing the next timber sale. 
In addition, they, along with Green Timber, are working 
closely with the Keweenaw Land Trust to place  
a conservation easement on the property which will 
restrict some of the development rights on the property 
to ensure its wild nature is preserved. Green Timber 
implemented a drone mission to collect high resolution 
image data that will be used in long term monitoring of 
the conservation easement.

The landowner also encourages public use of the property 
for non-motorized activities. The majority of the property 
is enrolled in the Commercial Forest Program and is 
therefore open to the public for hunting and fishing. 

The landowner is further working to develop a new 
section of the North Country Scenic Trail that will dissect 

the ownership. The landowner has constructed a small 
shelter along the hiking trail to provide hikers with a 
great place to rest or even camp for the night.  

It is the landowner’s commitment to sustainable 
forestry and conservation along with the allowed public 
use for hunting, fishing, and hiking that have made 
William Lynch the 2021 Green Timber Tree Farm Group 
Member of the Year. 
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We at Green Timber are pulling through the pandemic in 
sound condition; however, we have not been immune to its 
impacts. Fortunately, from the onset we were deemed an 
essential business and were able to keep operating, albeit 
with some very strict protocols in place to limit potential 
exposure to the virus.

One restriction we learned to overcome was the elimination 
of in-person client meetings. Green Timber, along with so 
many others, have resorted to virtual platforms such as 
Zoom to communicate during the pandemic. While we  
have found this to be a safe and efficient option, we also 
recognize that it is really hard to replace the value of a  
good in-person meeting.  

As we have learned more about the virus and vaccination 
opportunities have become available, we are finding ways 
to meet with clients who feel comfortable doing so. There 
seems to be a “light at the end of the tunnel” and we look 
forward to a more normal work atmosphere in the near 
future. That being said, we do not expect to go completely 
back to business as usual. We plan to implement things we 
learned while dealing with the pandemic to more efficiently 
communicate and better serve our clientele.

As we move into 2021, we will be adapting to the upcoming 
changes to the American Tree Farm System. The biggest 
change that Tree Farm will be implementing in 2021 is the 
introduction of a revised set of Standards of Sustainability. 
These revised standards are available for you to review on 
our website at greentimberforestry.com/sites/default/
files/2021-03/2021_ATFS_Standards.pdf

The new standards are not a drastic overhaul of those that 
Tree Farm has been operating under for the past five years. 
Instead, they are a minor update to reflect a changing time 
and to more thoroughly incorporate aspects that may have 
been lacking. 

There have been two changes to the Standards of 
Sustainability that will have a minor impact Green Timber 
Tree Farm Group Members. First, the new standard  
requires better documentation of the use of herbicides  
and pesticides. 

LETTER FROM 
THE GROUP 
MANAGER 

For many of us this past year has been a very 
challenging time. The isolation created by the 
Covid pandemic has been tough on families, school 
children, and businesses alike. We sincerely hope 
that you and your family have been able to navigate 
these difficult times in good health and spirits. 

The majority of our members are not currently using 
pesticides or herbicides to conduct their forest 
management practices. However, some of you may use 
herbicides to suppress unwanted weeds, grass, and brush 
growing around planted trees or within food plots. 

In these small-scale use situations, the new requirements 
are simple. A basic note describing the type of herbicide or 
pesticide used, roughly how much was used, and where it 
was applied is acceptable. To document this information, 
I will be adding a few questions regarding herbicide and 
pesticide use to the Annual Membership Inquire that you 
receive annually with this newsletter. 

The second change to the Standards of Sustainability that 
will have somewhat of an impact on our Group Members is 
the updated internal monitoring requirements. In the past, 
Tree Farm has not been very stringent on the requirements 
for internal group monitoring. 

Under the new standards they are requiring each group 
to conduct an internal monitoring program separate from 
the annual third-party audit. This new monitoring protocol 
will not impact how or when we recommend or implement 
management for your property, it will simply require our 
certified staff Tree Farm inspectors to visit Group Member 
properties more frequently.

As always, thank you for your continued support of the 
Green Timber Tree Farm Group and your commitment to 
sustainable management practices. 

Best Regards,

 

Rexx Janowiak 
Group Manager 
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The surge in homebuilding and remodeling in the 
past year has pushed lumber prices to record highs. 
Although you might be paying $65 for a sheet of ¾" 
plywood, hardwood stumpage prices do not reflect 
this. Homebuilding uses construction lumber such as 
plywood and 2x4s, made of softwood (pine, spruce, 
fir, and aspen) not from hardwood produced here 
in the U.P.  The domestic wood baskets producing 
construction grade lumber are located in the 
southeast and northwest US; however, we have seen 
our local pine and aspen markets thrive in 2020-21.  

Our prized Lakes States hardwood will be used as 
the COVID-era builds are finished with flooring, 
trim, doors, cabinets, and furniture.  This demand is 
reflected in lumber prices as shown in the Hardwood 
Market Report with continual increases of hardwood 
species through the first quarter of 2021.  There are 
indications the hardwood log and veneer market will 
finally follow this lumber market trend later in 2021, 
and we are optimistic this rebound will hold through 
the year.  

The outlook of hardwood sawlogs and veneer is bright, 
but hardwood pulp will likely remain depressed for the 
foreseeable future. The demand for printing paper 
sharply decreased during the COVID-19 pandemic with 
people working from home and events being canceled. 

The decreased paper demand led to the closure of 
two major pulpwood consuming mills in the Upper 
Great Lakes. Verso Paper’s Wisconsin Rapids, WI 
and Duluth, MN mills both closed in July, creating a 
pulpwood oversupply. The surplus supply has kept 
market demand and hardwood pulp stumpage prices 
suppressed. It is unlikely we will see a major demand 
shift in 2021 or into 2022.

Many ask “Why are log prices in local markets not 
reflective of a record lumber market?”  Forest2Market 
addresses this question, and an excerpt follows from 
their March 17, 2021 blog post.

The answer to this question is not straightforward. 
While log prices are tied to lumber prices, the 
association is loose. 

TIMBER MARKETS

There are a number of mutual factors affecting lumber 
and log prices, but each market also has independent 
drivers, which is why we see a stark disconnect.

What Market Forces Drive Lumber Prices?
The two primary factors that drive lumber prices are 
housing starts and lumber inventory.

1. Housing starts: Historically, the main driver of 
lumber prices has been the larger US housing and 
remodeling markets, requiring a well-oiled supply 
chain, steady import flows, and massive amounts 
of finished lumber, plywood, oriented strand board 
(OSB), and other building materials.

2. Lumber inventory: The market’s capacity to produce 
lumber is the other key factor. Manufacturers must 
make and stock a variety of products to meet the 
demands of the market.

What Market Forces Drive Log Prices?
The two driving factors for log prices at the mill gate and 
in the forest are supply and demand.

1. Supply of logs: The inventory of standing timber 
products in a given supply basin must be matched 
to regional demand, so pulp and paper mills need 
access to deep inventories of pulpwood and sawmills 
need access to sawtimber. 

2. Demand from mills: Wood product mills require a 
significant amount of raw material to manufacture 
their end products. The cost for these materials 
makes up a vast majority of a mill’s operating costs. 

To read the entire article, visit the Forest2Market 
website: forest2market.com/blog/whats-driving-the-
disparity-between-log-and-lumber-prices

US South Stumpage & SYP Lumber Prices
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GROWING LANDOWNER OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE CARBON MARKET
Carbon emissions. Global warming. Carbon 
credits. Climate Change. Forest Carbon. 
Carbon markets. These are all terms that 
many of us have likely heard, but what do they 
mean, and how do they relate to you and me?  

Within this article, we will explore some 
of the basics and history associated with 
carbon markets, and some upcoming 
opportunities available to you as a  
forest landowner.

To break this all down, let’s start with the  
concept of climate change, which is often 
associated with global warming. 

Climate change is a natural concept for planet earth, 
where global temperature and weather patterns change 
over hundreds and thousands of years. As global average 
temperatures shift, impacts can be seen on the landscape 
and weather as we know it.  

Global warming is a type of climate change, where the 
average temperature on a global scale increases over time. 
Global warming is the type of climate change that could 
lead to the end of an ice age, where continental glaciers 
cease to grow and begin to melt. Many believe we are in 
a global warming event fueled and accelerated by high 
carbon emissions.

The Concept of Carbon
Because carbon dioxide is often attributed to rising global 
temperatures, there has been an effort to reduce human 
carbon emissions. Catalytic converters on vehicles help 
reduce carbon in the exhaust, while in other cases certain 
fuels are used to produce energy that burns “cleaner,” or 
emits less carbon per unit of heat produced.  

Another action is using natural gas as an energy source 
rather than coal. Many are also in favor of growing the solar 
and wind energy options to reduce dependencies on fossil 
fuels. A specific strategy policy makers have turned to in an 
effort to reduce human carbon emissions is to create cap-
and-trade schemes for carbon emissions. 

The concept is simple, each carbon emitting industry or 
business is given an annual carbon emission limit. If a 
company emits less carbon than its annual allotment, it has 
surplus carbon allowances that it can sell to others.  

On the flip side, a company that emits more than its 
annual allotment then has to buy extra carbon emission 
allowances, or face penalties. This system then encourages 
high carbon emitters to reduce emissions, and rewards 
low carbon emitters with increased profits, encouraging all 
parties involved to reduce their overall emissions. 

In order to track these emissions and the buying, selling, 
and trading of carbon emission allowances, a Carbon Credit 
has been created as a unit of measurement. A carbon credit 
is equivalent to one metric ton of carbon dioxide. 

Within the cap-and-trade system, a carbon credit is actually 
the certificate or permit that provides the holder the right 
to emit that one ton of carbon dioxide or an equivalent of 
another greenhouse gas. The buying, selling, and trading  
of these carbon credits has led to the development of 
Carbon Markets.

In addition to cap-and-trade schemes that require 
companies to reduce emissions, there are also companies 
operating outside of these policies that voluntarily reduce 
carbon emissions. 
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For example, if a company would like to advertise that 
they are reducing their carbon footprint, they can buy 
carbon credits to offset their emissions. This has led to 
the development of a “voluntary” carbon market, further 
increasing the opportunity for carbon credit sales. 

Growing Opportunities 
Pollution reduction is not a new concept to many of 
us, but carbon markets and cap-and-trade schemes 
are new methods to reduce emissions. The European 
Union instituted a cap-and-trade program in 2005, and 
the California Air and Resource Board created a similar 
system shortly after. This is when the carbon markets 
started to build steam. Being a new endeavor, they are 
quickly growing, changing, and adapting. 

Carbon is one of the most basic building blocks of all 
forms of organic matter. Plants have the capacity to 
remove carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and lock it 
into a solid form within their living tissues.  

Trees, one of the largest and long-lived terrestrial 
plant organisms, are responsible for massive annual 
reductions of atmospheric carbon dioxide. While trees 
are able to pull carbon from the atmosphere, they also 
hold it long term within their tissues and cells, largely 
in the form of wood. Forest landowners can play a role 
in carbon markets because of the large sum of carbon 
their forests remove from the atmosphere as they grow.

Forest owners can measure, quantify, and receive 
carbon credits for the carbon storage services their 
forests provide. Once an owner’s carbon credits are 
verified, they can then sell them in carbon markets. Not 
only are landowners able to capitalize on their forest’s 
current carbon reserves, but they are also able to 
receive additional credits over time from forest growth. 

Developing Forest Carbon Projects
Traditional forest carbon project development involves 
significant fixed costs, limiting opportunities to large 
acreage landowners. Experts would say a financially 
viable forest carbon project involves at least 5,000 
acres. Forest carbon project developers realize there is 
a robust and unserved market consisting of small forest 
landowners. 

Within the last year, multiple companies and 
organizations have been working to develop a system 
that includes small forest landowners in the carbon 
world. Some of these programs are finishing pilot 
projects and are expanding into more regions. To 
date, the carbon programs that are in development 
for small landowners in the Upper Great Lakes region 
include CORE Carbon (corecarbon.com), Forest Carbon 
Works (forestcarbonworks.org), Family Forest Carbon 
(familyforestcarbon.org), and Silviaterra’s Natural 
Capital Exchange (silviaterra.com/ncapx/landowners). 
While these programs have been designed to streamline 
the landowner’s experience, there are complexities that 
should be understood before committing to them.  

Green Timber has been involved in forest carbon 
development since 2007. We are respected nationally 
for the services we offer with such projects and plan 
to keep up with this quickly evolving market. With 
nearly 1,000,000 acres of forest carbon experience, we 
guide landowners to the best carbon options given the 
attributes of their property and management goals.  

Please contact us if you are considering forest carbon 
opportunities for your property and we will provide the 
information needed to make informed decisions.  

The forests of the UP serve as a significant carbon sink
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906.353.8584  •  info@greentimberforestry.com

11511 US Highway 41, Pelkie, MI 49958

GREENTIMBERFORESTRY.COM

READY TO MEET 
YOUR GOALS.

GREEN TIMBER TEAM

Warren Clohisy
Ed Hodges
Rexx Janowiak*
Shane Kleiman

Justin Miller*
Michelle Miller
Jerrod Moilanen*
Brian Nordstrom *ACF Member

Karl Ploeckelman
Elsa Schwartz

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED
We have just finished a complete 
overhaul of our website with 
Monte Consulting. Check it out! 

The site features interactive 
pages showcasing our nationwide 
experience and expertise. 

At the bottom of our homepage 
we have a section called “Why 
Hire A Consultant.” This section 
has links that dive into all of 
the services that consulting 
foresters offer, such as property 
acquisition due diligence and 
timber valuation. 

We also have a section under 
“Technology” that explains the 
drone services we provide. Drone 
video and photography can be a 
useful marketing tool when selling 
your property. 

Also check out our staff members 
under the company tab, where 
there are complete bios with 
affiliations and certifications. 

We’ve added a payment section 
under “Company” for quick and 
convenient online payment. 

Although our website has a 
new look, we are still the same 
company dedicated to providing 
exceptional service to all of  
our clients.
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https://greentimberforestry.com/
https://greentimberforestry.com/

	Group Manager Letter
	Timber Market
	Carbon Market
	New Website

